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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND TOURISM

MINUTES OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION COMMITTEE HELD AT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND TOURISM ON 04 JUNE 2008
Venue:
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Fedsure Forum Building, 4th Floor DEAT Boardroom, 315 Pretorius Street, Pretoria, 0001

Date:


04 June 2008

Time:


09H00- 15:00 

Chairperson:

Mrs Skumsa Mancotywa

Scribes:


Mr Amos Khwinana and Mr Raditshaba Mahasha 

	#
	Agenda item 
	Discussion 
	Action 
	Responsibility 
	Deadline

	1.
	Opening, welcome and  introduction
	The chairperson opened the meeting, welcomed all the members and apologized on behalf of the Deputy Director-General (Mr Fundisile Mketeni) who could not attend the meeting due to an urgent Ministerial meeting relating to land matters in Cape Town. The chairperson also allowed members to introduce themselves. The Attendance Register was also circulated. 
	It was noted that committee meetings that are held in Pretoria will commence at 10:00 in order to allow everyone to be on time.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies 
	Apologies were received for:

i) Mr. T Moremi, Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment North West;
ii) Mr. I. Langeveldt, National Department of Arts and Culture;
iii) Mr.S. Lubambo, North West Department of Sports, Arts and Culture;
iv) Mr. F Mketeni, National Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism. 

	
	
	

	3.
	Purpose of the meeting
	The Chairperson outlined the purpose of the meeting as to revive the intergovernmental relations with regard to management of South African World Heritage sites
	
	
	

	4.
	Presentation of the World Heritage Convention


	DEAT made a powerpoint presentation about the UNESCO World Heritage Convention to the Committee that focused, amongst others, on:

i) The structure of the World Heritage Convention;

ii) Objectives of the Convention;

iii) Responsibilities of States Parties;

iv) Lists of the World Heritage Convention

v) Criteria for nominations
	It was noted that DEAT will forward a copy of the presentation to the Committee members
	DEAT
	10 June 2008

	5.
	Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting
	The minutes of the Committee meeting that was held on 26 April 2007 were adopted with the following corrections:

i) On page 2 item 2, Mr Leon Els’ department was changed to read as “Eastern Cape Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism;

ii) Ms Thembi Malao whose name was omitted in the attendance register, should be included.
 
	It was noted that the Secretariat will effect the changes.
	DEAT
	

	6.
	Terms of Reference of the SAWHCC
	A copy of the draft terms of reference was circulated to the Committee prior to the meeting and also presented by DEAT at the meeting.  Inputs of the Committee and the need to finalize the terms of reference were emphasized. 

	The Committee decided to:

i) Establish a Task Team consisting of officials from DEAT, DFA and DAC to facilitate finalization of the Terms of Reference; 

ii)  Allow the Task Team to co-opt additional members as the need arises.
iii) Allow other Committee members to be given a chance to submit their inputs on the terms of reference to the Secretariat.
	DEAT, DFA & DAC
SAWHCC

	October 2008

	7.
	Development of Strategic Plan
	The Committee members identified lack of a Strategic Plan as a gap that will need to be filled.
	The Committee decided that:

i) Ms Hannetjie du Preez with the assistance from DEAT will draft the Committee’s Strategic Plan that is aligned to DEAT’s Strategic Plan and provincial strategic planning processes; and
ii) Ms Du Preez be allowed to co-opt from the Committee members that will assist her when it is necessary.
	Ms Hannetjie du Preez
	

	8.
	Kimberley meeting records

	The Committee identified the need for the records of the Kimberley Tentative List Workshop to be retrieved. These documents will provide useful information to the committee members when they review the Tentative List.
	The Committee decided that the Secretariat should retrieve the Kimberley meeting records and circulate them to all members.
	DEAT

	June 2008

	8.


	REPORTS BY THE SECRETARIAT

	8.1
	Proclamation of World Heritage Sites
	DEAT reported that of the 8 World Heritage sites in South Africa, 5 have been proclaimed in terms of the World Heritage Convention Act. The recent proclamation was done on 18 December 2007 in Gazette Notice No: 30590. The 3 World Heritage sites that are still to be proclaimed are, Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape, Cape Floral Region Protected Areas and the Vredefort Dome. 

	Progress was noted by the Committee
	
	

	8.2.
	Establishment of Management Authorities
	DEAT reported to the Committee that on 18 December 2007, the Minister published his intention to appoint Authorities for Makapan Valley, Taung Skull Fossil Site, Richtersveld Cultural and Botanical Landscape and uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park in Gazette Notice No: 30590 and further invited the public to attend public hearings were conducted where all the proposed management authorities will be discussed. It was also reported that the follow-up notices declaring the Management Authorities for the four sites were approved submitted to the Minister for approval. It was further reported that the department is considering pursuing the idea of a single authority for all World Heritage sites in the future and in order to achieve that it will in the coming months commission a feasibility study.

	The Committee noted progress reported and further requested the Secretariat to circulate the management models to the Committee members. 
	DEAT
	October 2008

	8.3 
	Feedback from the 31st session of the World Heritage Committee 
	DEAT reported the outcomes of the 31st session of the World Heritage Committee that was held from the 22-27 July 2007 in Christchurch, New Zealand to the Committee (SAWHCC). Noteworthy in the report was the fact that the Richtersveld Cultural & Botanical Landscape was inscribed on the World Heritage List and that Prince Edwards Islands was withdrawn by South African delegation prior to being discussed by the World Heritage Committee. The withdrawal was upon learning that the site may not be inscribed on the World Heritage List and that will have negative implications for future re-submission. It was further reported that Robben Island and the Cape Floral Region Protected Areas were also on the agenda of the 31st session and that a decision was taken that they be discussed again at the 33rd session. (A document containing the outcomes of the 31st session was circulated to the Committee).


	The Committee noted the report and further decided that progress reports on the implementation of the World Heritage Committee relating to the Cape Floral Region Protected Areas and Robben Island be provided at the next meeting.
	DEAT, DAC, Robben Island, CapeNature, Western Cape, Eastern Cape
	

	8.4.
	Feedback from 16th General Assembly
	DEAT provided a report of the 16th UNESCO General Assembly. Among the mandates of the General Assembly is to appoint new members of the World Heritage Committee. It was reported that there were 9 countries that had their membership ended in October 2008. (A copy of a detailed report was circulated to the Committee).


	The Committee noted the report.
	
	

	9. 
	Presentation of the African World Heritage Fund  (AWHF)
	DAC presented a powerpoint presentation to the Committee on the African World Heritage Fund. It was noted that the Fund is housed at the DBSA offices in Midrand. It was further reported that only DAC had contributed its share of the South African pledge to the Fund and DEAT and DOE are still to provide their contributions.
	The Committee requested DEAT to follow-up on its contribution to the Fund
	DEAT
	

	10.
	Re-evaluation of the Vredefort Dome- by IUCN 
	DEAT reported that in 2005 during the 29th session of the World Heritage Committee that was held in Durban, the Vredefort Dome was inscribed in the World Heritage List on condition that after 2 years South Africa should invite the UNESCO & IUCN for a re-evaluation of the site. In accordance with this condition between 27 April - 01 May 2008 the delegates from UNESCO & IUCN were on an evaluation mission at the Vredefort Dome. 
	It was decided that DEAT should circulate the evaluation mission report to the Committee members
	DEAT
	


	11.
	Preparation for the 32nd session of the world Heritage committee
	DEAT reported that the 32nd session of the World Heritage Committee will be held from the 02-10 July 2008 in Qubec City, Canada and that South Africa will be attending as an observer due to the fact that its membership to the Committee expired in 2005. It was also reported that the Vredefort Dome, Richtersveld Cultural and Botanical Landscape and St Lucia Wetland Park will be on the agenda of the 32nd session of the World Heritage Committee. It was noted that the World Heritage Committee will consider the name change of St Lucia Wetland Park to “iSimangaliso Wetland Park”
It was also noted that not all the documents for the 32nd session were on the UNESCO World Heritage Centre website and that a country position for the meeting cannot be completed.

.
	It was decided that:

i) The South African Geographical Names Committee should always be consulted when name changes are proposed and when sites are proposed for Tentative Listing.

ii) DEAT investigate the possibility of a website link on DEAT website regarding World Heritage Issues.
iii) South African delegation to Qubec should meet with the SA Ambassador in France to clear all the issues affecting the country that will be considered by the World Heritage Committee.
iv) In future DEAT should distribute CDs containing SAWHCC documents instead of printouts.

	DEAT


	

	12.
	Media reporting on World Heritage Sites
	It was reported that Robben-Island has made headlines on bad financial management two weeks in succession and it is a concern to everyone. Bad media reporting has a potential to lead to de-listing of the Site from the World Heritage List. 
	It was decided that the issue of media reporting be discussed at the strategic planning meeting to be held on the 16 & 17th October 2008 in uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park.
	DEAT
	

	13.
	National state of conservation of World Heritage sites reporting to the SAWHCC
	It was pointed to the Committee there is no consistency in the format used for presentations received from World Heritage sites. As result, the need to draft a reporting mechanism on the state of conservation of the World Heritage sites was identified. 

	It was decided that:

i) Mr Roger Porter should develop, in consultation with members he will co-opt into a task team, a template for reporting to the Committee on the State of Conservation by Authorities;
ii) DEAT should circulate a document on management effectiveness that was discussed at the Durban +5 Conference.
	Roger Porter, DEAT
	

	14.
	Mining in World Heritage Sites
	The Northern Cape Department of Sports, Arts and Culture reported that Department of Minerals and Energy has issued mineral prospecting permit in the Richtersveld Cultural and Botanical Landscape and the Big Hole, a Tentative Listed site which its nomination for World Heritage Status is currently being prepared. The permits were issued without consultation with the relevant communities and Departments in charge of the Sites as well as the Municipalities 
DEAT reported that there is a meeting between the Deputy Director - General’s of DEAT and Department of Minerals and Energy to discuss issues relating to mineral prospecting in Protected Areas. It was further reported that there is a process underway that is intended to place, in the future, the Mining Environmental Impact Assessments within the jurisdiction of DEAT.
	It was decided that:

i) Committee members should send information at their disposal regarding Mining in Protected Areas (particularly World Heritage sites) to DEAT;
ii) DEAT should keep the Committee posted with developments regarding the prospecting permits issues at the Richtersveld.

	All
	13 June 08

	15.
	Date for Next Meeting
	. 
	The committee agreed that the next meeting will be a two day workshop which is scheduled to take place on 16 – 17 October 2008 in uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site
	Roger Porter
	

	16.
	Closure
	The Chairperson thanked everyone for attending the meeting and their valuable contributions. The meeting was officially adjourned at 14:30 pm.
	It was decided that the record of decisions of the Committee meeting to be sent by Friday to all Committee Members.
	DEAT
	June 08


ATTENDANCE REGISTER: SOUTH AFRICAN WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION COMMITTEE MEETING 04 JUNE 2008

	Name & Surname
	Department/

Organization
	Email Addresses
	Telephone/

Cellphone

	1. Mrs Thembi Malao
	DAC
	Thembi.malao@dac.gov.za 
	012 441 3542

	2.Ms T Ravhandalala
	DFA
	Ravhandalat@foreign.gov.za 
	012 351 1472

	3. S.E Mphaphuli
	LEDET
	Mphaphulise@ledet.gov.za 
	015 293 8551

082 412 6184

015 295 4853 (F)

	4.Mr M Mulaudzi
	DSAC-Limpopo
	Mulaudzim@sac.limpopo.gov.za 
	015 299 7700

	5 Dipolelo Elford
	Environmental Affairs & Economic development- Western Cape
	Delford@pgwc.gov.za 
	021 483 2723

	6. Mr Andrew Hall
	DSAC- N Cape
	All@ncpg.gov.za 
	053 807 4721

082 876 3815

	7.Mr Albert Mabunda
	Toursim, Environment & Conservation- N Cape
	Amabunda@half.ncape.gov.za 
	053 807 4800

082 304 1029

053 831 3530(F)



	8.Mr Sibongiseni Mkhize
	Sports,Recreation,Arts & Culture
	Sibongiseni.mkhizea@gauteung.gov.za 
	011 355 2666

072 510 3517

	9.Mr Madire Malepe
	GDACE
	Madire.malepe@gauteng.gov.za 
	011 355 1895

	10.Mr Moss Tumane
	NW DSAC
	Tumanem@nwpg.gov.za  
	018 389 8703

083 611 7347

	11.Dr P M Lubisi
	Culture, Sports & Recreation-Mpumalanga
	Pmlubisi@Mpg.Gov.Za 

plubisi@yahoo.com 
	013 766 5209

082 959 1475

013 166 8281 (F)

086 617 3439 (F)

	12.Mr Sam Maluleka
	DALA-Mpumalanga
	smaluleka@mpg.gov.za 
	013 166 6089

082 776 4784

013 766 8243 

	13.Mr Themba Luthuli
	Arts,Culture & Tourism-KZN
	ndladla@dact.kzntl.gov.za 
	083 307 8969

	14.Mr Roger Porter
	Ezemvelo KZn Wildlife
	rogport@kznwildlife.com 
	033 845 1464

	15.Mr P.S Grootboom
	Sports, Recreation, Arts & Culture- E Cape
	Similo.grootboom@srac.ecprov.gov.za 
	043 604 4001

082 452 3083

	16.Mr Leon Els
	Economic Development and Environmental Affairs
	Leon.els@deaet.ecape.gov.za 
	041 508 3808

082 776 9573

	17.Mr Vincent Khetha
	SAHRA-Free State
	Vkhetha@fs.sahra.org.za 
	082 318 5450

	18.Hannetjie Du Preez
	Sports  & Cultural Affairs - Western Cape
	Hdupreez@pgwc.gov.za 
	021 483 9507/8

021 483 9509 (F)

	19.Ms Lebo Diale
	NWDACE
	ldiale@nwpg.gov.za 
	018 389 5751

018 389 5006 (F)

	20.Mr Ndukuyakhe Ndlovu
	SAHRA
	nndlovu@sat.sahra.org.za 
	011 403 2460

011 339 33 47 (F)

	21.Raditshaba Mahasha
	DEAT
	Rmahasha@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3013

078 710 7753

012 320 7110 (F)

	22. Mr Ntsizi November
	DEAT
	nnovember@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3829

072 678 0396

012 320 7110 (F)

	23.Mr Amos Khwinana
	DEAT
	Akhwinana@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3641

082 213 2163

012 320 7110 (F)

	24.Mrs Skumsa Mancotywa
	DEAT
	smancotywa@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3014

082 413 0166

012 320 7110 (F)


PAGE  
1

_1198946825.doc
[image: image1.png]Environmental Affairs and Tourism
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

g environment & tourism







