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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND TOURISM

MINUTES OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION COMMITTEE HELD AT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND TOURISM ON 04 JUNE 2008
Venue:
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Fedsure Forum Building, 4th Floor DEAT Boardroom, 315 Pretorius Street, Pretoria, 0001

Date:


04 June 2008

Time:


09H00- 15:00 

Chairperson:

Mrs Skumsa Mancotywa

Scribes:


Mr Amos Khwinana and Mr Raditshaba Mahasha 

	#
	Agenda item 
	Discussion 
	Action 
	Responsibility 
	Deadline

	1.
	Welcome and purpose of the meeting
	The chairperson opened the meeting, welcomed all the members and apologized on behalf of the Deputy Director-General (Mr Fundisile Mketeni) who could not attend the meeting due to the ministerial meeting on land matters in Cape Town. The chairperson as a matter of procedure allowed introductions to take place. 
The Chairperson outlined the purpose of the meeting as follows:

· To revive the intergovernmental relations with regard to Management of South African World Heritage Sites and,

·  To help with compliance rather than getting number of sites on the World Heritage List as it was done previously 

· To ensure that the provisions of the Committee are in line the World Heritage Convention Act 49 of 1999.
	The committee requested that in the future it will be appreciated if the committee meetings could start at 10:00 in order to allow everyone to be on time.

	
	

	2
	Presentation of the World Heritage Convention


	The presentation on World Heritage Convention was made by Mr Ntsizi November on behalf of the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism in order to transfer an understanding of World Heritage issues to the new committee members.
	DEAT will forward the presentation to the committee members
	Secretariat
	10 June 2008

	3
	Apologies 
	The following apologies were received:

a) Mr. T Moremi, Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment North West;
b) Mr. I. Langeveldt National Department of Arts and Culture;
c) Mr.S. Lubambo: North West Department of Sports, Arts and Culture;
d) Mr. F Mketeni National Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism. 

	
	
	

	4
	Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting
	The minutes of the South African World Heritage Convention Committee Meeting held on the 26 April 2007 were adopted with amendments on page 2, 

It was noted that Mr Leon Els, represents the Eastern Cape department of Economic Development Environment and Tourism and not the Eastern Cape department of Economic Affairs, Environment and Tourism. 

The secretariat to include names of members of the committee who were omitted in the attendance register. 

The committee noted that there are some of the members of the committee who attended the previous meeting but their names were not included on the attached attendance register in minutes.
It was mentioned that the Site Managers were not invited to the meeting and therefore their site issues were not reported on and that includes; Robben-island, Pilgrim’s Rest Reduction Works , Liberation Route, Makapan Valley and Taung Skull Fossil Site

 
	The committee noted the changes

	
	

	5
	Terms of Reference of the SAWHCC
	DEAT presented the concept document of Terms of Reference to the Committee and it was reported that this draft document is not cast in stone. DEAT requested the committee to advice on how the operations should be conducted. It was reported that the terms of reference for the first Committee focused much on getting number of South African World Heritage Sites on the World Heritage List rather than compliance. The powers and duties of the SAWHCC are clearly outlined and are also not cast in stone. The World Heritage Committee (WHC) advises committee members to look for solutions in other conventions e.g. Convention on Biodiversity, etc. Term of office is still to be decided by the committee itself. It was mentioned that one of the responsibilities of the committee is to establish national & International funding donors. It was also suggested that the task teams be established to size of the Committee and the accountability. It was also suggested that a small team be established preferably consisting of officials from DEAT, DFA and DAC to deal with the finalization of the Terms of Reference and Committee members can still send comments with relation with the Terms of Reference. The Terms of Reference will be adopted in the next Committee meeting.

	The Task Team consisting of officials from DEAT, DFA and DAC to facilitate finalization of the Terms of Reference 
Ms Hannetjie du Preez will draft the Committee’s Strategic Plan that is aligned to provincial strategic planning processes.
	DEAT, DFA & DAC
Western Cape department of Sports and Cultural Affairs with other members of the committee. 
	18 June 2008
16 – 17 October 2008

	6.
	Meetings timetable

	The Committee requested that the secretariat should make available the meetings time tables to committee members. It was also stated that the task team should identify all the issues affecting the World Heritage Sites so as to inform the strategic planning and media reporting should be monitored closely. It was advised that the Kimberley document should be used as the basis for the Committee’s strategic and operational plans. It was agreed upon the fact that “the strategic plan will be based on the broad strategic document established in Kimberley, World Heritage Convention Act No 49 of 1999 and the finalised Terms of Reference of the Committee.. 


	Meeting timetable to be sent to committee members.
The Secretariat will retrieve the Kimberley meeting records and circulate them to all members so as to empower their inputs.
	DEAT

	Before 18 June 2008
10 June 2008

	7.

REPORTS BY THE SECRETARIAT

	7.1.
	Proclamation of World Heritage Sites
	The report on proclamation of World Heritage Sites was presented by the Secretariat, It was reported that there are 8 World Heritage Sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage List and 5 have been formally proclaimed on the 18 December 2008 in Gazette Notice No: 30590. The 3 world Heritage sites that are still to be proclaimed are, Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape, Cape Floral Region and Protected Areas and the Vredefort Dome World Heritage Site. The sites that are proclaimed in terms of the World Heritage Convention Act 1999. No. 49 of 1999 are: iSimangaliso Wetland Park, Robben-Island, Richtersveld cultural and Botanical Landscape and the Fossil Hominid sites of South Africa. 

	Progress was noted by the Committee
	
	

	7.2.
	Establishment of Management Authorities
	On 18 December 2007 the Minister published Gazette Notices inviting the public to comment on his intention to declare Management Authorities for four World Heritage Sites and the public hearings were conducted where all the public endorsed the proposed management models. These models will be made available to the committee members. It was also mentioned that the notices to declare the Management Authorities were approved by DEAT legal unit. It was reported that a feasibility study for a single management Authority for all world Heritage Sites is not finalized.

	DEAT to provide Management models to the committee members.
Progress on this matter was also noted.
The secretariat to make a follow up on the submission about the appointment of Management Authorities. 
	DEAT
	Before the next Committee meeting

	7.3 
	Feedback from the 31st session of the World Heritage Committee 
	The 31st session of the World Heritage Committee was held from the 22-27 July 2007 in Christchurch, New Zealand that is where the Richtersveld Cultural & Botanical Landscape was inscribed on the World Heritage List and Prince Edwards Islands was withdrawn by South African delegation to the committee meeting as a strategic move and it was mentioned that the Prince Edwards Islands can be re-nominated now. It was reported that there is a new procedure / amendment on the nomination of sites for the Tentative List.


	Report noted by the Committee.
Progress report be provided to the next Committee meeting regarding:
Efforts towards establishing a single coordinating authority for the Cape Floral Region Protected Areas.

Increase of budget and staffing for public works programmes of clearing invasive species and monitoring of fires (responsibility of Management Authorities)
Preparation of Progress report for 33rd session of the World Heritage Committee to be held in Spain
	
	

	7.4.
	Feedback from 16th General Assembly
	It was reported that the mandate of the general assembly is to look at the appointment of new committee members. There were 9 countries that had their membership coming to an end, and Nigeria is one of them. The assembly revised the electoral procedures. Letter needs to be drafted to the Director General of Arts and Culture for nomination of the country to the World Heritage Committee. The process of nomination for marine protected area needs to be revived. It was suggested that the process of tentative list should be finalised since it has been outstanding in 2007. It was also suggested that a 2 day meeting needs to be held for the next committee meeting. It should be a meeting and a workshop. A format for a Management Authority’s report on the state of conservation should be finalised and Mr Roger Porter was elected to lead a task team to finalize the report format on the state of conservation. It was suggested that at least 1 site should be nominated and nomination will be discussed at the workshop.

	DEAT to draft a letter of nomination for World Heritage Committee to the Director General of Arts and Culture. DEAT also need to meet with Marine and Coastal Management to revive & establish the further process of nomination of marine protected area. 
Tentative List to be finalized urgently. 
	Secretariat
	

	8 
	Presentation of the African World Heritage Fund  (AWHF)
	This fund was discussed at the 29th session of the World Heritage Committee held in Durban in 2005. Given the fact that most of the sites on the list of endangered World Heritage sites are in Africa, a need to establish a fund specifically for African World Heritage Sites came about. DBSA undertook a feasibility study about the African World Heritage Fund and it was decided that the fund be based at DBSA offices in Midrand. This fund seeks to rehabilitate African World Heritage Sites on the endangered list. DEAT to contribute annual amount to the fund. It was also advised that the Committee for other financial Donors as the African World Heritage Fund faced stiff competition from the Pacific World Heritage Fund as most funds that the AWHF received were from the Pacific Region. 

	DEAT to make a follow-up regarding its contribution to the Fund
	Secretariat
	

	9.
	Re-evaluation of the Vredefort Dome- by IUCN 
	It was reported that in 2005 during the 29th session of the World Heritage Committee that was held in Durban, South Africa the Vredefort Dome was inscribed, the condition of the inscription was that after 2 years South Africa should invite the UNESCO & IUCN for an evaluation of the Site. On the 27 April - 01 May 2008 the delegates from UNESCO & IUCN conducted the evaluation mission at the site. The evaluation mission report has been drafted.

	DEAT to circulate the report to the committee members
	Secretariat
	


	10
	Preparation for the 32nd session of the world Heritage committee
	The 32nd Session of the World Heritage Committee will be held from the 02-10 July 2008 in Qubec, Canada and South Africa will be attending as an observer because it is not a member of the Committee. South Africa can only take position on issues affecting the country. The Vredefort Dome will be on the agenda at the 32nd session of the World Heritage Committee under state of conservation and the evaluation mission report on the Vredefort Dome will be presented. The iSimagaliso name change will be noted by the committee at the Committee meeting. The Due date for the submission of the Tentative list is the 01st April and Makhonjwa/ Baberton Mountains was received on the 15th April 2008 therefore the Site will be in the Tentative List in next year’s Committee meeting.
 It was noted that the UNESCO & IUCN evaluation mission report of Vredefort Dome will be available on the UNESCO’s website around the 10-15 June 2008. It was suggested that  South Africa needs to consult with the Geographical Names Committee in order to ensure that names of the Sites that are on the Tentative List in order to avoid name changes at a later stage. It was also suggested that there be link on DEAT’s website dedicated to World Heritage Issues. The Committee requested that information should be burned on CD rather large information packs to avoid paper usage that seems to be wasteful.
	Intensive Consultation with the South African Geographical Names Committee needs to undertaken to avoid future name changes.
Secretariat to find out with the I.T unit about possible link on DEAT website regarding World Heritage Issues.

It was suggested that South African delegation to Qubec should meet with the SA Ambassador in France to clear all the issues with the World Heritage Committee


	All
DEAT

Secretariat
	

	11
	Media reporting on World Heritage Sites
	It was reported that Robben-Island has made headlines on bad financial management two weeks in succession and it is a concern to everyone. Bad media reporting can lead to de-listing of the Site on the World Heritage List. It was suggested that the issue of media reporting be discussed at the strategic planning meeting to be held on the 16 & 17th October 2008 in uKhahlamba/ Drakensberg Park.
	
	
	

	12
	State of conservation on World Heritage Sites
	It was suggested that the Committee needs to draft a reporting mechanism on the state of conservation of the World Heritage Sites. It was mentioned that there is a system that can be used for management of conservation of Protected Areas and World Heritage Sites, and it mainly focuses on educating the local communities about conservation. It was mentioned that the Committee should take cognizance of the outcomes of the Durban +5 conference which its mandate was to assist with the management of the Protected Areas in the World.
	DEAT to circulate the document about the state of conservation to Committee members. 
Mr Roger Porter should develop, in consultation with members he will co-opt into a task team, a template for reporting the Committee on the State of Conservation by World Heritage Management Authorities.
	Secretariat
16 – 17 October 2008
	

	13
	Mining in World Heritage Sites
	The Northern Cape Department of Sports, Arts and Culture reported that Department of Minerals and Energy has issued mineral prospecting permit in the Richtersveld Cultural and Botanical Landscape AND the Big Hole which its nomination for World Heritage Status is being prepared. The permit was issued without consultation with the relevant communities and Departments in charge of the Sites as well as the Municipalities There is a meeting between the Deputy Director - General’s of DEAT and Department of Minerals and Energy to discuss issues mineral prospecting in Protected Areas. It was suggested that DEAT should take a lead in resolving problems of minerals prospecting in the World Heritage Sites in South Africa. The Committee noted that the Mining Environmental Impact Assessments will be conducted by DEAT in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998. The Committee suggested that the provincial departments should send demarcation of areas that have been ear marked for protection of the environment. 
	Committee to send their inputs regarding Mining in Protected Areas.

Provincial departments to send their land use maps to DEAT.

	All
	13 June 08

	14
	Date for Next Meeting
	The committee agreed that the next meeting will be a two day workshop which is scheduled to take place on 16 – 17 October 2008 in uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park World Heritage Site. 
	
	
	

	15
	Closure
	The Chairperson thanked everyone for attending the meeting and their valuable contributions. The meeting was officially adjourned at 14:30 pm.
	The record of decisions of the Committee meeting to be sent by Friday to all Committee Members.
	Secretariat
	06 June 08


ATTENDANCE REGISTER: SOUTH AFRICAN WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION COMMITTEE MEETING 04 JUNE 2008

	Name & Surname
	Department/

Organization
	Email Addresses
	Telephone/

Cellphone

	1. Ms Thembi Malao
	Department of Arts and Culture
	Thembi.malao@dac.gov.za 
	012 441 3542

	2.Ms T Ravhandalala
	Department of Foreign Affairs
	Ravhandalat@foreign.gov.za 
	012 351 1472

	3. S.E Mphaphuli
	Limpopo Economic Development Environment and Tourism
	Mphaphulise@ledet.gov.za 
	015 293 8551

082 412 6184

015 295 4853 (F)

	4.Mr M Mulaudzi
	DSAC-Limpopo
	Mulaudzim@sac.limpopo.gov.za 
	015 299 7700

	5 Dipolelo Elford
	Environmental Affairs & Economic development- Western Cape
	Delford@pgwc.gov.za 
	021 483 2723

	6. Mr Andrew Hall
	Department of Sports Arts and Culture Northern Cape 
	All@ncpg.gov.za 
	053 807 4721

082 876 3815

	7.Mr Albert Mabunda

	Toursim, Environment & Conservation- N Cape
	Amabunda@half.ncape.gov.za 
	053 807 4800

082 304 1029

053 831 3530(F)

	8.Mr Sibongiseni Mkhize
	Sports,Recreation,Arts & Culture
	Sibongiseni.mkhizea@gauteung.gov.za 
	011 355 2666

072 510 3517

	9.Mr Madire Malepe
	Gauteng Department of Agriculture Conservation and Environment 
	Madire.malepe@gauteng.gov.za 
	011 355 1895

	10.Mr Moss Tumane
	North West Department of  Agriculture Conservation and Environment
	Tumanem@nwpg.gov.za  
	018 389 8703

083 611 7347

	11.Dr P M Lubisi
	Culture, Sports & Recreation-Mpumalanga
	Pmlubisi@Mpg.Gov.Za 

plubisi@yahoo.com 
	013 766 5209

082 959 1475

013 166 8281 (F)

	12.Mr Sam Maluleka
	DALA-Mpumalanga
	smaluleka@mpg.gov.za 
	013 166 6089

082 776 4784

013 766 8243 

	13.Mr Themba Luthuli
	Arts,Culture & Tourism-KZN
	ndladla@dact.kzntl.gov.za 
	083 307 8969

	14.Mr Roger Porter
	Ezemvelo KZn Wildlife
	rogport@kznwildlife.com 
	033 845 1464

	15.Mr P.S Grootboom
	Sports, Recreation, Arts & Culture- E Cape
	Similo.grootboom@srac.ecprov.gov.za 
	043 604 4001

082 452 3083

	16.Mr Leon Els
	Economic Development and Environmental Affairs
	Leon.els@deaet.ecape.gov.za 
	041 508 3808

082 776 9573

	17.Mr Vincent Khetha
	SAHRA-Free State
	Vkhetha@fs.sahra.org.za 
	082 318 5450

	18.Hannetjie Du Preez
	Cultural Affairs and Sport - Western Cape
	Hdupreez@pgwc.gov.za 
	021 483 9507/8

021 483 9509 (F)

	19.Ms Lebo Diale
	North West Department of  Agriculture Conservation and Environment
	ldiale@nwpg.gov.za 
	018 389 5751

018 389 5006 (F)

	20.Mr Ndukuyakhe Ndlovu
	 South African Heritage Resources Agency
	nndlovu@sat.sahra.org.za 
	011 403 2460

011 339 33 47 (F)

	21.Raditshaba Mahasha
	Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
	Rmahasha@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3013

078 710 7753

012 320 7110 (F)

	22. Mr Ntsizi November
	Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
	nnovember@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3829

072 678 0396

012 320 7110 (F)

	23.Mr Amos Khwinana
	Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
	Akhwinana@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3641

082 213 2163

012 320 7110 (F)

	24.Mrs Skumsa Mancotywa
	Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
	smancotywa@deat.gov.za 
	012 310 3014

082 413 0166

012 320 7110 (F)


PAGE  
11

_1198946825.doc
[image: image1.png]Environmental Affairs and Tourism
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

g environment & tourism







